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We deeply regret for falling in arrears with the publication of our Bulletin and will try to catch up soon.
This issue focusses onthe Society's last Exhibition titled CALCUTTA's COMMERCIAL LEGACY held earlier this year at
the well-known exhibition gallery of the Government of West Bengal in the heart of the city of Kolkata. We remain
indebted to the Dept. of Information & Cultural Affairs, Government of West Bengal, our members and well-wishers
for making this event a grand success.

hotographf fhe Society's Foimder,
Prof. Nisith Ranjan Ray, at the
Exhibition
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The three-day Pictorial Exhibition of the Society was held at the Gaganendra Shilpa Pradarshasala. Kolkata
Tathyakendra and was inaugurated by Shri Debashis Kumar, Hon'ble Member, Mayor-in-Council (Parks-Squares &
Urban Forestry ), Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
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The Exhibition in February 2020
focussed on old paintings and,
predominantly, photographs of
entrepreneurial entities that made
Calcutta the seat of India’s business
and industrial enterprise in the 19th
and early 20th centuries. It reminded
viewers of the surge that had heralded
the era of industrialization across the
sub-continent. The pictorial exhibition
provided a nostalgic look back at the
city’s illustrious history as India’s
commercial capital, enabling those of
the present generation to feel pride in
the past and also inspiration so that
ways might be found for the city to
regain lost ground.

Views of the Exhibition as our Chief Guest, Shri Debashis

Kumar (with scarf), takes keen interest
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The exhibits were subdivided into
eight categories, viz. (i) ‘Some early
views’ (including ‘A Hindoo Bazaar’,
by B. Solvyns, (ii) ‘Banians and
Entrepreneurs’ (including Ramdulal
De and Nobin Chandra Das), (iii)
‘Transport and Communication’
(including Palanquins, Rickshaws,
Howrah and Sealdah Stations and
the General Post Office), (iv)
‘Streets, Bridges and Markets’
(including the Pontoon Bridge,
Strand Road in 1904 and Prices of
Commodities in Entally Market, May
1925), (v) ‘Industries and Industrial
Houses’ (including Balmer, Lawrie &
Co., Burn & Co., Titagarh Paper Mills
and Britannia Biscuit Co.), (vi)
‘Banking and Insurance’ (including
a Bank of Hindostan note, Calcutta
Mint, Strand Road, Royal Insurance
Company, United Bank of India and
HSBC), (vii) Swadeshi Enterprises
(including Bengal Immunity Co.,
Calcutta Chemical, Mohendra Lall
Dutt & Sons., Sulekha Works Ltd.
and Dasgupta & Co.), and (viii)
‘Miscellany’ (including Keventers,
Army and Navy Stores, Whiteaway
and Laidlaw, Bourne and Shepherd,
Oriental Gas and Peliti’s). Also on
display was an old map of the city
showing business establishments
lent by a member of the Society for
the Exhibition.

v — h . -—
Members of the Society await the arrival of the Chief Guest
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The Exhibition, the Society’s first in over a
decade, created quite a stir in Kolkata’s cultural
circles. There were steady streams of visitors
including the younger generation on all three
days who evinced keen interest in the exhibits

and expressed their appreciation and gratitude in \i:

the Visitors’

Book, also suggesting such
exhibitions to be displayed elsewhere too,
bringing out a publication, etc.
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« Shaw Wallace & Co.
« The Assam Company
« Jessop & Co.

« J CBanerjee

« Britannia Biscuit Co.

« Mackintosh Burn & Co,
o ITC

« Remington Co

« Aview of an early tea
auction

« Martin and Co.

Banking and Insurance

« Indigenous bankers

« Allahabad Bank

« Bank of Hindostan note

« Bengal Chamber of
Commerce

« Calcutta Mint, Strand Road

« Calcutta Stock Exchange
Association

« Currency Office
« Grindlays Bank

« Hindostan Cooperative
Insurance Society

« HSBC

Elephand Brand
e

« National Insurance Co.

« Royal Insurance Company

« Standard Chartered Bank

« Standard Life Assurance
Co.

« State Bank of India
« United Bank of India
« United Commercial Bank

Swadeshi Enterprises
« Astall at Mullick Ghat, c.
1910

« Bengal Immunity Co.
« Bengal Waterproof Works
Lid.

« Calcutta Chemical
« Calcutta Pottery Works
« Dwarkin & Son

A Stall at Mullick Ghat, ¢,1910

« Halland Anderson
« Whiteaway and Laidlaw
« Bourne and Shepherd
« PumaChandraSurai&Sons ~ « CESC

« Haralalka
« MohendraLall Dutt& Sons
« Priyogopal Bishoyee

o Subodh Bros. « Oriental Gas

o SulekhaWorksLtd. « Continental Hotel

« ButtoKristo Paul & Co, « Firpo's

o« C.K.Sen&Co. « Grand Hotel

o Dr.S.K.Burman « GreatEastern Hotel

« Bholanath Dutt& Sons o Peliis

« Dasgupta& Co. « Spence's

« TRSen

« KalpataruBhandar ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

o ParamountRestaurant o Dept. of Information &

 Shib Churn Dutt & Co. Cultural Affairs, Govt. of West
Bengal

Miscellany « SriDhrubaNarayan Ghosh

o et « SriJohan Rodrigues

o Army and Navy Stores o Srilndra Kumar Kathotia

o G.EKellner& Co.

Gulouttas Gommersial Legacy

A Pictorial Exhibition

The Society for Preservation of Archival
Materials and Monuments of Calcutta

[Society for Preservation, Calcutta, in short]

Regd. Office : AD-259, Salt Lake, Kolkata -700 064
City Office : 223/1, Bidhan Sarani, Kolkata — 700 006
website : www.heritagecal.org
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We remain grateful to Mr. John Rodrigues, the
eminent visualizer and our well-wisher, who travelled
all the way from Goa to Kolkata to lend his assistance
and give itthe much-needed professional touch.

The Handout issued on this occasion is reproduced

below.

SOCIETY FOR PRESERVATION OF ARCHIVAL
MATERIALS AND MONUMENTS OF CALCUTTA

Registered under West Bengal Act XXVI of 1961
Founded by Professor Nisith Ranjan Ray

Chitpore Road

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President : Professor Arun Bandyopadhyay
Lakshmi Lax
ik R
pan K Chattopadhyay
Suranjan Ror
r : N.N.Sengupta
Suman Das

Jt. Secretaries

: www.heritagecal.org
E mail id : abhikray2010@gmail.com

Kolkata Information Centre Campus
Gaganendra Shilpa Pradarshasala
6-8 February 2020

here was a time not too
long ago when historic
buildings of Calcutta

were demolished  indiscrimi-
nately. The majestic Senate Hall
of Calcutta University, the
grandiose Bengal Club, the
graceful Dalhousie Institute and
the stately Bank of Bengal have
thus all been lost forever, Of
‘more recent vintage are Garstin
Place No.1, Keshab Sen's
ancestral home and the
Darbhanga Maharaja's house.

Calcutta would have lost the
historic Town Hall too but for the
intervention of Professor Nisith
Ranjan Ray, the eminent
historian and several like-
minded citizens of Calcutta, who

awareness about Calcutta's rich
legacy and the imperative need
to preserve it. Lectures, seminars
and exhibitions began to be
organized by the Society and
continue even to this day to
create the much needed
awareness. Soon heritage laws
were passed {o protect the listed
buildings. But a lot more needs
to be done to preserve the other
facets of Calcutta’s cultural
heritage

The Society's exhibition this year
displays fascinating photographs
of entrepreneurial entities that
sprang up as the seat of India's
business and industrial
enterprise in the 19" and early
20" centuries - a reminder of the
surge that heralded

builtup public opinion againstits

lition and compelled the
authorities to abandon the
move. The Town Hall today
stands restored to its pristine
glory.

The Society for Preservation of
Archival Materials and
Monuments of Calcutta was
founded soon after by Professor
Ray with the aim of creating

the era of industrialization across
the sub-continent. A nostalgic
reflection of the city's dynamic
past when it was India's
commercial capital not only fills
us with a sense of pride but also
provides inspiration to regain its
lostground.

If we can save Calcutta's past, we
can save its future too.

Calcutta's Commercial Legacy
List of exhibits

Some early views

« View of Calcutta with country
boats on the river Hugli, c.

1792, B. Solvyns

» The nations most known in

Hindoostan, B, Soluyns
« Ahola or flat square boat
used to transport salt from

Hijli and Tamluk to Calcutta,

B. Solwyns

« A Hindoo bazaar, B. Solwns

Banians and Entrepreneurs

« Ramdulal De

« Motilal Seal

« Dwarkanath Tagore

« Rajendra Nath Mookerjee

« Dr. Nilratan Sircar

« Acharya Prafulla Chandra
Ray

o Ghanshyam Das Birla

« Nobin Chandra Das

Transport and communications

 Long palanquin, B. Solvyns

« Rickshaws
« Bengal Bus Syndicate

« French Motor Car Company

o AAEL
» Howrah Station

« Sealdah Station
« Bengal Nagpur Railway
« Calcutta Port

« Steuart & Co.

« Dunlop

« Howrah Motor Co,

« Bengal Telephone Co.
« Central Telegraph Office
« General Post Office

« Traffic congestion

Streets, bridges and markets

« Pontoon bridge

o Zeerut bridge

« Chitpore Road

« Strand Road in 1904

« Stuart Hogg Market

« Kidderpore market

« List of roads to be repaired

« List of vendors convicted for
selling adulterated food, May

25

« Prices of commodities in the
Entally Market, May 1925

Industries and industrial houses
« Andrew Yule & Co.

« Balmer Lawrie & Co.

« Burn & Co.

« Shalimar Paints Ltd

« Titagarh Paper Mills

Page 2



@=o\ Society for the . . . January - April 2020
P f Archival Material
1] frseraion ot aseival v E-Bulletin s

A recap of the previous exhibitions held between 1984 and 2007:

24 February - 1 March 1984: Plans and Maps, heritage buildings,
monuments, etc. (Calcutta Book Fair)

30 January - 10 February 1985: Kalighat Pats, Chitpore woodcuts,
chromolithographs, Anglo Indian prints (Daniell, Solvyns, Fraser, D’Oyly)
(Calcutta Book Fair)

o
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16 December 1998 - Radha Prasad 21 February - 12 March 1986: Kalikata Kamalalaya depicting Daily Life

Gupta, Adviser of the Society, takes in the Bengali Town of Calcutta (18th and 19th centuries) (Banga

H.E. the Governor of West Bengal, Sanskriti Utsab, Calcutta Maidan)

A.R.Kidwai through the Society’s

Exhibition inaugurated by H.E. at 1 March - 7 March 1989: Special Exhibition on Calcutta 1989 :

the Calcutta Information Centre Tercentenary Gift of a Museum cum Archives (Calcutta Information
Centre)

24 August - 31 August 1996: A Pictorial Exhibition: Calcutta Then &
Now, old street furniture, out-of-print books, old paintings and statues
(Calcutta Information Centre)

28 August - 2 September 1998: Select Views of Calcutta - a
photographic presentation (British Council, Calcutta)

16 December - 19 December 1998: A Pictorial Exhibition : Buildings
and streets of old Calcutta, buildings no more, heritage buildings and
monuments in peril, seats of learning, houses of worship, etc. (Calcutta
Information Centre)

January 2000: Kolkata: A City of faiths (Ramakrishna Mission,
Narendrapur)

24 August - 26 August 2001: Calcutta Then and Now : The Changing
Face of the City ( Natmandir, Sovabazar Rajbati)

27 January - 30 January 2007: Business in Old Calcutta : A Pictorial
Exhibition (Kolkata Tathyakendra)
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